which is the general root of all evils; for from this
root spring certain branches, as anger, envy;, acedia
or sloth, avarice (or covetousness, for vulgar under-
standing) , gluttony, and lechery. And each of these
principal sins has its branches and its twigs, as shall
be set forth and declared in the paragraphs following.
DE SUPERBIA
And though it be true that no man can absolutely
tell the number of the twigs and of the evil branches
that spring from pride, yet will I show forth a num-
ber of them, as you shall understand. There are dis-
obedience, boasting, hypocrisy, scorn, arrogance,
impudence, swelling of the heart, insolence, elation,
impatience, strife, contumacy, presumption, irrever-
ence, obstinacy, vainglory; and many another twig
that I cannot declare. Disobedient is he that disobeys
for spite the commandments of God, of his rulers,
and of his spiritual father. Braggart is he that boasts
of the evil or the good that he has done. Hypocrite
is he that hides his true self and shows himself such
as he is not. Scorner is he who has disdain for his
neighbour, that is to say, for his fellow Christian, or
who scorns to do that which he ought to do. Arrogant
is he who thinks he has within himself those virtues
which he has not, or who holds that he should so have
them as his desert; or else he deems that he is that
which he is not. Impudent is he who, for his pride's
sake, has no shame for his sins. Swelling of heart is
what a man has when he rejoices in evil that he has
done. Insolent is he that despises in his judgments all
other folk in comparing theirs with his worth, and
with his understanding, and with his conversation,
and with his bearing. Elated is he. who will suffer
neither a master nor a peer. Impatient is he who will
not be taught nor reproved for his vice, and who, by
strife, knowingly wars on truth and defends his folly.
Contumax is he who, because of his indignation, is
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